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Chiswick  Urban  District  Council. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Heathfield  Terrace. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chiswick 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  First  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
district  during  1913. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that,  although  not  up  to  the 
standard  of  the  year  1912,  the  statistics  compare  very 
favourably  with  those  of  previous  years  and  also  with 
the  statistics  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  year  1912  was  in  all  respects  an  exceptional 
one,  and  owing  to  the  warmer  weather  experienced  in 
1913,  disease  was  more  prevalent  and  the  death  rate 
was  consequently  higher. 

I have,  in  this  first  report,  dealt  with  matters  in  a 
general  way,  as  it  takes  time  to  get  well  acquainted 
with  the  whole  district.  Possibly,  in  future  reports, 
more  detailed  information  will  be  given. 

During  the  year,  changes  occurred  in  the  Staff  of  the 
Department.  I commenced  duties  in  the  first  week  of 
the  year  and  here  I would  like  to  acknowledge  the 
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willing  help  given  to  me  by  Dr.  Dodsworth,  my  pre- 
decessor. This  was  most  valuable  as  he,  from  his  long 
experience  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  had  of  course 
an  excellent  knowledge  of  the  district. 

Mr.  W.  Tillcock,  one  of  the,  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  left  to  take  an  appointment  as  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  East  and  West  Molesley. 

I am  pleased  to  report  also  that  the  Senior  Clerk, 
Mr.  L.  C.  Webb,  has  been  successful  in  passing  the 
examination  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 

I should  like  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to 
Mr.  E.  Willis,  Surveyor  and  Engineer,  and  to  Mr.  J.  H. 
Abbott,  the  Resident  Engineer,  the  former  for  supply- 
ing details  as  to  sewers,  new  houses  constructed,  etc., 
and  the  latter  for  information  regarding  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works,  Refuse  Destructor  and  Rainfall 
Records. 

I append  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  also  my  report  to  the  Education  Committee  on 
the  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  BREBNER. 
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Section  I. 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS,  1913. 

Population:  Census,  1911  ...  ...  ...  38,772 

Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1913)  ...  41,263 

Births:  Male,  434  ; Female,  478  ...  ...  912 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  22.1 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  508 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population...  ...  12.31 

Corrected  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  12.53 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  1.4 

Infantile  Mortality  (per  1,000  births)  ...  ...  96 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  ..  ...  404 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (excluding  that  covered  by 

water)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,246 

Density  of  Population  ( i.e . Number  of  persons  per 

acre)  ...  ...  ...  ...  33.1 

Rateable  value  of  District  ...  ...  ...  £277,373 

General  District  Rate  ...  ...  3/8  in  the  £ 

Poor  Rate  ...  ...  ...  3/10  „ 

England  and  Wales,  1913. 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.9 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.7 

Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  109 
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Section  II. 

Chiswick  is  an  Urban  District  lying  to  the 
immediate  west  of  Hammersmith.  It  is  bounded  on 
the  north  by  Acton,  on  the  South  by  the  River  Thames 
(in  a loop  of  which  the  district  practically  lies),  and 
on  the  west  by  Brentford. 

The  district  is  very  flat,  the  height  of  the  highest 
street  being  approximately  36  feet  above  O.D.,  while 
the  lowest  street  is  1 j feet  above  O.D.  The  soil  is 
mostly  gravel  and  sand,  with  pockets  of  clay  in 
places. 

The  total  area  of  the  district  is  1,338  acres,  of 
which  92  acres  are  covered  by  water.  A large  part 
of  the  district  to  the  south  is  as  yet  undeveloped. 

In  that  part  of  the  district  which  is  built  upon, 
there  are  large  open  spaces  which  must  contribute 
greatly  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  Turnham 
Green  Common,  Chiswick  Commons,  Stamford  Brook 
Common,  and  Homefields  and  Strand  Recreation 
Grounds,  altogether  equal  about  32  acres  of  open 
land. 

The  gross  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  ^277,373. 


Meteorological  Conditions  during  1913. 

These  observations  were  taken  by  Mr.  Abbott, 
Resident  Engineer  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Rain  fell  on  163  days  of  the  year. 

Total  rainfall  22*14  inches. 
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The  greatest  fall  in  24  hours  occurred  on  July  15th, 
when  0*91  of  an  inch  was  recorded. 

The  month  of  highest  rainfall  was  October-3*58 
inches. 


Population. 

The  population  of  the  district  at  the  last  census 
(1911)  was  38,772,  while  in  1901,  it  was  29,809,  an 
increase  in  ten  years  of  8,963.  It  is  usual  to  estimate 
the  population  for  the  years  between  census  years  from 
these  figures,  but  the  estimate  so  obtained  may  not  be 
very  accurate.  Building  may  have  been  going  on 
very  considerably  in  a district  for  a period  of  years, 
but  a time  comes  when  there  is  a smaller  number  of 
houses  being  built  particularly  in  certain  areas. 

This  is  exactly  what  has  occurred  in  this  district 
and  the  figures  of  the  estimate  framed  from  the  census 
information  may  be  higher  than  they  should  be. 

From  the  above  information,  however,  one  can 
estimate  the  population  at  the  middle  of  1913  to 
have  been  41,263  and  it  is  on  this  estimate  that  the 
various  rates  (birth,  death,  etc.)  are  formed. 

If  this  estimate  is  too  high  (and  there  is  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  it  may  be)  then  the  various 
rates  are  slightly  lower  than  they  should  be. 

I have  obtained  the  population  of  the  various  wards 
of  the  district  from  the  census  returns  of  1911  and  I 
append  them, placing  alongside  the  estimated  popula- 
tion of  each  ward  at  the  middle  of  1913  : — 
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Population  at 
Census,  1911. 

Estimated 
Population, 
June,  1913. 

Bedford  Park 

4754 

5329 

Old  Chiswick 

7613 

7933 

Chiswick  Park 

9105 

9299 

Turnham  Green  ... 

6865 

7382 

Gunnersbury 

4836 

5059 

Grove  Park 

5599 

6261 

► 38,772 

41,263 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  E.  Willis,  has  kindly 
given  me  the  number  of  new  houses  built  from  the 
time  of  the  census  up  to  the  present  date. 

We  know  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house 
at  the  last  census  and  assuming  that  this  average 
remains  the  same  then  the  population  would  be  about 

39>527* 

The  number  of  houses  erected  since  the  census  to 


the  end  of  1913  is  as  follows  : — 

Bedford  Park  ... 

11 

Old  Chiswick  ... 

24 

Chiswick  Park... 

26 

Turnham  Green 

75 

Gunnersbury  ... 

16 

Grove  Park 

16 

168 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the 
census  was  5.8. 


Note. — The  large  number  of  persons  per  house  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
many  houses  are  divided  into  two  or  three  tenements. 
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If  we,  therefore,  add  on  to  the  population  of  the 
various  wards  the  approximate  number  of  people 
living  in  the  new  houses  we  get  a return  as  under : — 


Bedford  Park 

4,803 

Old  Chiswick 

7,721 

Chiswick  Park 

9,222 

Turnham  Green 

7,202 

Gunnersbury 

4,908 

Grove  Park 

5,671 

39,527 

This,  of  course,  takes  no  account  of  the  migration 
of  population  either  into  or  out  of  the  district.  During 
the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a steady  decrease  in 
the  number  of  houses  empty  so  that  the  population 
will  be  more  than  the  above  figure.  It  will  probably 
be  found  to  be  somewhere  between  39,527  and  the 
figure  found  by  the  other  method  of  calculation,  viz. 
4^263. 

Births. 

There  were  875  births  registered  in  the  district 
during  the  year,  and  in  addition  to  these  there  were 
37  births  registered  in  other  districts,  but  which 
belong  to  Chiswick  owing  to  the  mothers  being 
residents  of  this  district,  but  being  temporarily 
resident  elsewhere.  These  37  births  are  transferred 
by  the  Registrar  General.  No  births  were  transferred 
from  Chiswick  to  other  districts. 

The  total  number  of  births  therefore  is  912 — 434 
males  and  478  females.  This  is  equal  to  a birth  rate 
of  22' 1 per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  smallest  birth 
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rate  for  at  least  five  years.  In  1912  the  birth  rate 
was  22*84.  ^e  whole  of  England  and  Wales  the 
rate  for  1913  was  23*9. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  been 
adopted  in  Chiswick.  This  provides  that  all  births 
shall  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
within  36  hours. 

During  the  year  881  births  were  so  notified — 470 
males  and  41 1 females. 

These  figures  appear  to  vary  considerably  from  the 
figures  noted  above,  from,  which  the  birth  rate  is 
calculated.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  as  births  can 
be  registered  any  time  within  six  weeks,  there  is  con- 
siderable overlapping  at  the  beginning  and  the  end 
of  a year. 

Twenty-four  notifications  of  stillbirths  have  been 
received  during  1913. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  births  were  notified 
by  medical  practitioners,  324  by  parents,  and  376  by 
nurses. 


Illegitimate  Births. 

Forty-four  illegitimate  births  were  registered  during 
the  year,  27  males  and  17  females.  Of  these  20  were 
registered  outside  and  transferred  to  this  district. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  13  deaths  of  illegiti- 
mate children  occurred  before  they  reached  the  age  of 
twelve  months.  This  will  be  further  remarked  on 
when  dealing  with  infantile  mortality. 


13 


Table  of  Births  Registered  in  each  month  during 

1913  • — 


Jan. 

Feb, 

Mar. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total. 

Males  ... 

41 

30 

37 

37 

38 

34 

29 

29 

33 

39 

37 

31 

— 415 

Females 

47 

43 

39 

32 

35 

35 

38 

38 

52 

36 

29 

36 

— 460 

88 

73 

76 

69 

73 

69 

67 

67 

85 

75 

66 

67 

— 875 

Births  outside  dist 

rict. 

Males 

, 19 

: Females,  18 

37 

912 


Table  of 

Births  Notified  in 

each 

month 

during 

1913  •" 

Jan.  1 

Peb.  Mar.  Apl,  May  June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct.  Nov. 

Dec.  To*al, 

Males  ... 

51 

28  43  36  31  30  38 

34 

31 

35  36 

40  — 433 

Females 

40 

41  26  30  44  40  35 

38 

42 

36  43 

33  — 448 

91 

69  69  66  75  70  73 

72 

73 

71  79 

73  — 881 

The  births  registered  in  the  various  wards  of  the 


district  are  as  follows  : — 

Bedford  Park  ...  ...  54 

Chiswick  Park  ...  ...  254 

Grove  Park  ...  ...  128 

Gunnersbury  ...  ...  88 

Old  Chiswick  ...  ...  194 

Turnham  Green  ...  ...  157 

875 


The  37  births  transferred  to  the  district,  are,  of 
course,  not  included  in  the  above. 


Deaths. 

During  1913  the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the 
district  was  407.  From  these  must  be  deducted 
twenty-five  deaths  of  non-residents  who  died  in  the 
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district,  and  whose  deaths  have  been  transferred  by 
the  Registrar  General  to  their  respective  districts  of 

permanent  residence. 

\ 

In  addition  126  deaths  of  Chiswick  residents 
occurred  in  Institutions,  etc.,  outside  the  district. 
The  total  number,  therefore,  of  Chiswick  deaths  is 
508,  which  gives  an  excess  of  births  over  deaths  of 
404. 

Of  the  508  deaths  registered  all  were  certified,  i.e 
the  death  certificate  had  been  given  by  a medical 
practitioner  or  by  a coroner  after  holding  an  inquest. 


Inquests. 

Inquests  were  held  on  56  cases  of  death.  Eight  of 
these  were  deaths  of  non-residents,  while  40  were 
deaths  which  occurred  in  the  district,  and  eight  were 
deaths  of  residents  temporarily  residing  elsewhere. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  causes  of  death  in 
these  cases  : — 


Death  of  non- 
residents. 

Deaths  of 
residents. 

Accidents  ... 

3 

8 

Accidental  suffocation  in  bed 

— 

2 

Alcoholism  ... 

— 

1 

Heart  diseases 

3 

13 

Lung  diseases 

— 

12 

Suicide 

2 

4 

Other  causes 

— 

8 

8 

48 
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The  following  table  shows  the  place  of  death  of 
the  Chiswick  residents  who  died  outside  the  district 
It  is  only  of  interest  in  showing  the  various  Hospitals 
attended  by  these  people  : — 


Transferable  Deaths. 

Isleworth  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  54 

Richmond  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  2 

West  London  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  10 

Chiswick  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  8 

M.C.C.  Asylum,  Wandsworth  ...  ...  ...  7 

Guy’s  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

St.  George’s  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  5 

St.  Thomas’s  „ ...  ...  ...  4 

St.  Mary’s  „ ...  ...  ...  2 

Charing  Cross  „ ...  ...  ...  1 

University  College  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

Victoria  Hospital,  Chelsea  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hammersmith  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sick  Asylum,  Poplar  ...  ...  ...  1 

British  Home  and  Hospital  for  Incurables  ...  1 

Chelsea  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

St.  Bartholomew’s  . . ...  ...  ...  2 

King  Edward’s  Hospital,  Ealing  ...  ...  1 

Infants’  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hampstead  General  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

London  Temperance  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

London  Lunatic  Asylum,  Hanwell  ...  ...  1 

Firs  Home,  Bournemouth  ...  ...  ...  1 

St.  John’s  Home,  Merton  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wadsmill  House,  Ware  ...  ...  ...  1 

Race-course  Hospital,  Newbury  ...  ...  1 

London  and  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  Upton  ...  1 

Birch  Cottage,  Withington,  Macclesfield  ...  ...  1 

28  New  Road,  Littlehampton  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  Hall,  Marine  Parade  ...  ...  ...  1 
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152  Merton  Road,  Wimbledon  ... 

18  Holland  Road,  Hove 
50  Beaumont  Street,  Marylebone 
43  Languard  Street,  Southampton 
Hadley,”  Victoria  Avenue,  Westcliffe 
Royal  Oak  Hotel,  Ramsgate 
Camberwell  House,  Camberwell 
River  Thames,  Putney 
River  Thames,  Barnes 
Cookham  (on  Railway) 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


The  total  number  of  deaths  therefore  is  508,  as  com- 
pared with  426  in  1912  and  478  in  1911. 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the 
district  is  407. 


The  Crude  (or  General)  Death  Rate  is  the 
proportion  per  1,000  living  of  all  deaths  registered 
in  the  district.  It  is  therefore  9*86  as  compared  with 
8*i8  in  1912. 


The  Recorded  Death  Rate  is  the  death  rate 
calculated  in  the  same  way  as  the  crude  rate,  but 
with  the  addition  of  deaths  of  residents  who  died 
outside  the  district  and  with  the  substraction  of 
the  deaths  of  non-residents  who  die  in  the  district. 

The  Recorded  Death  Rate  is  therefore  12.31  as 
compared  with  10*63  1912. 

Corrected  Death  Rate.  Corrected  death  rates 
are  annual  death  rates  corrected  as  regards  deaths 
in  public  institutions  and  as  regards  age  and 
sex  distribution  of  the  population,  so  that  the 
corrected  death  rates  of  different  places  are  the  only 
rates  which  can  fairly  be  compared  one  with  another, 
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The  corrected  death  rate  of  a district  is  the  rate 
which  would  have  been  recorded  in  the  district  if  the 
age  and  sex  distributions  of  the  population  had  been 
the  same  as  that  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

It  is  obtained  by  multiplying  the  recorded  death 
rate  by  a factor  which  is  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General.  The  factor  for  Chiswick  is  1*0204.  • 

By  multiplying  the  recorded  death  rate  by  this, 
(12*28  x 1*0204)  we  get  the  corrected  death  rate, 
viz.,  12*56. 

This  rate  is  the  only  death  rate  which  can  with 
fairness  be  compared  with  the  death  rate  of  England 
and  Wales  for  1913. 


Mortality  in  age  groups  : — 


Deaths  under  one  year 

.... 

88 

Deaths  between  one  and  two  years 

22 

Deaths  between  two  and  five  years 

21 

Deaths  between  five  and  fifteen  years 

. . . 

29 

Deaths  between  fifteen  and  twenty 

-five 

years 

19 

Deaths  between  twenty-five  and  forty 

-five 

years 

... 

48 

Deaths  between  forty-five  and  sixty- 

-five 

years 

... 

108 

Deaths  over  sixty-five  years  ... 

... 

173 

508 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be 

seen 

that  281 

deaths  occurred  over  45  years  of  age, 

while 

of  these 

95  were  70  years  or  over. 
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Deaths  in  the  Various  Wards. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  various 
district  is  as  follows  : — 

wards  of  the 

Bedford  Park 

50 

Old  Chiswick 

105 

Chiswick  Park 

135 

Turnham  Green 

84 

Gunnersbury 

55 

Grove  Park 

78 

507 

One  Foundling  (no  address) 

1 

508 

From  these  figures  we  can  calculate  the  death  rate 
(approximate)  in  the  various  wards.  As  mentioned 
previously  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  exact  popula- 

tion  in  each  ward,  but  working  on 

the  figures 

obtained  from  the  census,  the  death 
follows  : — 

rates  are  as 

Bedford  Park 

9‘3 

Old  Chiswick 

13*2 

Chiswick  Park 

14*5 

Turnham  Green 

11*3 

Gunnersbury 

10*8 

Grove  Park 

12*4 

Infantile  Mortality. 

This  means  the  deaths  of  children  under  one  year 
of  age,  and  it  is  stated  in  terms  of  the  proportion  of 
such  deaths  to  the  number  of  births  registered  during 
the  year. 
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There  were  88  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of 
age,  77  occurring  in  the  district,  while  the  remainder 
were  deaths  of  children  temporarily  resident  else- 
where. 

This  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  96  per 
1,000  births,  compared  with  76  in  1912  and  96  in 
1911. 

The  year  1912  was  cold  and  we£,  and  the  infantile 
death  rate  was  therefore  low  all  over  the  country. 
In  that  year  only  four  deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
occurred  from  Diarrhoea,  etc.,  while  in  1913,  when  the 
summer  was  long  and  warm,  the  deaths  from 
Diarrhoea,  etc.,  totalled  16. 

Another  increase  in  this  mortality  during  1913  is 
seen  in  the  deaths  from  Pneumonia.  In  1912  there 
were  9 deaths  from  this  disease,  but  in  1913,  15 
occurred.  Probably  this  is  accounted  for  by  a number 
of  children  having  had  Measles  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  and  afterwards  having  developed  Broncho- 
pneumonia. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  infantile  mortality 
in  the  various  wards  of  the  district.  This  can  be 
done  fairly  accurately  because  we  know  the  number 
of  births  during  the  year  in  each  ward,  and  therefore 
can  calculate  the  number  of  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  per  1,000  births  in  the  same  district. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  births, 
the  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year,  and 
the  infantile  mortality  rate  in  each  ward.  It  is  not 
strictly  accurate,  because  although  it  includes  all  the 
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deaths  of  residents  under  one  year  both  inside  and 
outside  the  district,  I cannot  arrange  into  wards  the 
37  extra  births  which  occurred  outside  : — 


Ward. 

No.  of  Births. 

Deaths  of 
Children  under 
one  year. 

Mortality  per 
1,000  Births. 

Bedford  Park 

54 

5 

90 

Old  Chiswick 

194 

18 

92 

Chiswick  Park 

254 

31 

122 

Turnham  Green  ... 

157 

14 

89 

Gunnersbury 

88 

2 

22 

Grove  Park 

128 

17 

133 

I have  mentioned  previously  that  13  illegitimate 
children  died  before  reaching  twelve  months  of  age. 
Infantile  mortality  is  higher  among  illegitimate  than 
among  legitimate  children.  It  is  necessary  to  compare 
the  number  of  legitimate  and  illegitimate  children 
who  die  in  the  first  year  of  life,  per  1,000  legitimate 
and  illegitimate  births  respectively.  There  were  868 
legitimate  births,  with  75  deaths  of  legitimate  children 
under  one  year,  i.e .,  86  deaths  per  1,000  births. 

There  were  13  deaths  of  illegitimate  children  under 
one  year  of  age,  and  46  illegitimate  births,  i.e.,  295 
deaths  per  1,000  births. 

Notification  of  Births  Act 
and  Infantile  Mortality. 

The  Council  have  adopted  the  above  Act,  which 
was  passed  with  a view  to  minimising  the  loss  of  life 
under  one  year  of  age. 

A Lady  Health  Visitor  has  been  appointed,  and  her 
duties  mainly  consist  in  visiting  the  homes  where 
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births  have  occurred,  and  giving  advice  on  the  rearing 
of  children.  As  it  is  usual  for  a Maternity  Nurse  to 
be  in  attendance  on  the  mother  at  the  time  of  birth, 
the  Health  Visitor  does  not  usually  visit  till  after  ten 
days,  when  the  Maternity  Nurse’s  visits  are  over. 

Many  cases  also  do  not  need  to  be  visited  at  all,  so 
that  during  the  year  590  homes  have  been  visited  out 
of  881  births  notified.  34  deaths  occurred  among  the 
infants  visited  during  the  year,  and  23  had  died  before 
visitation  could  take  place. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  infantile  mortality  table 
that  34  children  died  within  one  month  of  birth,  and 
24  within  a fortnight.  There  is  therefore  not  much 
chance  of  preventing  this  loss  of  life  unless  something 
can  be  done  for  mothers  expecting  children. 

The  fact  that  many  women  in  the  district  have  to 
go  out  to  work  (principally  heavy  laundry  work)  may 
have  an  influence  on  the  number  of  deaths  from 

prematurity  and  debility  from  birth. 

« 

Cancer  and  other  Malignant  Diseases. 

There  were  48  deaths  from  these  diseases  during 
1913,  as  compared  with  46  in  1912.  The  tendency  of 
the  last  few  years  has  been  for  these  diseases  to 
increase,  there  being  probably  an  actual  increase  in 
the  number  of  cases  and  also  an  apparent  increase  due 
to  better  methods  of  diagnosis. 

Mortality  from  all  causes. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of 
deaths  in  the  various  wards  of  the  district : — - 


Mortality  from  all  Causes. 
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It  is  convenient  here  to  insert  the  following  table  for 
comparison  : — 


Annual  Rates  per  1,000  living. 

Deaths  under 
one  year  per 
1000  Births. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Crude. 

Standardized. 

England  & Wales 

' 23*9 

13*7 

13*4 

109 

96  Great  Towns, 

including 

London 

25*1 

14*3 

14*7 

117 

145  Smaller 

Towns 

23*9 

12*8 

130 

112 

England  & Wales 

less  the  241 
towns 

22*3 

13*1 

12*1 

96 

London 

24*5 

14*2 

14*2 

105 

CHISWICK 

22*1 

12  31 

1 

12*56 

96 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  the  seven  principal 
Zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Small  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Measles,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever  (Typhus, 
Typhoid  and  Continued),  and  Diarrhoea  was  58,  which 
gives  a Zymotic  death  rate  of  1*4  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  as  compared  with  26  in  1912  or  *6  per 
1,000. 

Here  again  the  increase  is  partly  due  to  the  in- 
creased prevalence  of  Diarrhoea  in  1913  (20  deaths  as 
against  5 in  1912)  and  also  to  the  epidemic  of  Measles 
in  the  early  months  of  the  year — 21  deaths  as  against 
7 in  1912. 
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Section  III. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  the  year  was  425  as  compared  with  371  in 
1912  and  377  in  1911.  It  must  be  remembered,  how- 
ever, that  in  1912  only  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was 
notifiable  while  in  19 11  only  certain  cases  of  this 
disease  were  notified.  In  1913,  all  cases  of  Tubercu- 
losis of  whatever  kind  were  made  notifiable. 

Chicken  Pox  also  supplies  a large  number  of  notifi- 
cations. This  is  a disease  which  is  not  generally 
notifiable  all  over  the  country,  but  the  notification  is 
very  useful  at  times  when  there  is  Smallpox. 

Upon  receipt  of  a notification  of  any  of  the  more 
serious  notifiable  diseases,  enquiries  are  at  once  made 
with  a view  to  tracing  the  infection.  If  the  case  is 
to  be  removed  to  hospital,  the  house  is  disinfected 
immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  case.  If  the 
case  remains  at  home,  care  is  taken  that  isolation  is 
rigidly  carried  out,  and  printed  instructions  are 
left  with  the  parents  so  as  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
the  disease  if  possible.  A card  is  also  left  which  is 
forwarded  to  the  office  when  the  medical  man,  in 
charge  of  the  case,  considers  that  the  infective  period 
is  over  and  that  disinfection  can  be  carried  out. 

Notices  are  sent  to  the  Education  Department,  Head 
Teachers  of  the  Schools  attended  by  the  children  of 
the  house,  and  also  to  the  Sunday  Schools  and  Public 
Library. 
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Bacteriological  Examinations, 

During  the  year,  as  formerly,  these  examinations 
have  been  carried  out  at  the  laboratories  of  Pathology 
and  Public  Health.  Swabs  from  throats,  specimens 
of  sputum  or  blood  have  been  examined  for  evidence 
of  Diphtheria,  Phthisis  or  Enteric  Fever. 

Cases  admitted  to  hospital  for  Diphtheria  are  not 
discharged  until  the  swabs  from  the  throat  show  no 
Diphtheria  Bacilli. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  bacterio- 
logical examinations  made. 


Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Diphtheria 

16 

54 

70 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis 

8 

17 

25 

26 

72 

98 

At  the  time  of  writing,  a laboratory  is  being  fitted 
up  at  the  office,  so  that  in  future  these  examinations 
will  be  done  by  myself. 


Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  Chiswick  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  in 
Clayponds  Lane,  Brentford,  has  accommodation  for 
20  patients,  and  consists  of  : — 

(1)  One  block  of  four  wards  for  Scarlet  Fever. 

(2)  One  block  of  two  wards  for  Enteric  Fever  or 
Diphtheria. 

(3)  Discharging  block, 
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(4)  Administrative  block,  with  Dispensary. 

(5)  Laundry,  Disinfecting  Apparatus  and  Mort- 
uary. 

The  buildings  are  modern,  the  hospital  being  opened 
in  1904.  The  wards  are  bright  and  sanitary,  and  are 
linked  up  with  the  administrative  block  by  means  of 
covered  pathways  and  verandahs. 

There  are  extensive  grounds  in  which  the  convale- 
scent patients  can  exercise. 

A permanent  nursing  staff,  consisting  of  a Matron, 
Charge  Nurse,  Assistant  Nurse  and  two  Probationers, 
is  provided.  There  are  also  on  the  staff  two  maids, 
a porter  and  laundress.  The  latter  live  at  the  lodge. 

The  laundry  is  fitted  up  with  mechanical  appliances 
for  washing,  drying,  etc.,  by  steam,  and  the  disinfect- 
ing apparatus  is  Lyons’  Improved  Steam  Disinfector. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients 
treated  in  hospital  during  the  year  1913  : — 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Total. 

In  Hospital, 

Dec.  31st,  1912 

Admitted 

during  1913 

37 

40 

2 

79 

Died  ... 

2 

7* 

— 

9 

Remaining  in  Hos- 
pital, Dec.  31st, 
1913  ... 

5 

2 

2 

9 

* One  death  from  Diphtheria  was  that  of  a resident  of  another  district, 


Return  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  shewing  the  various 
Wards  in  which  they  occurred. 
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WARD. 

Bedford  Park 

Old  Chiswick 

Chiswick  Park 

Turn  ham  Green  ... 

Gunnersbury 

Grove  Park 

Totals 

Return  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  various 
months  of  the  year  1915. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

During  the  year,  53  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified, 
as  compared  with  49  in  1912,  and  97  in  1911. 

The  attack  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was 
therefore  1*2. 

Two  deaths  occurred,  giving  a mortality  rate  of  3*7. 

One  death  which  occurred  in  hospital  was  caused 
mainly  by  the  child  having  also  an  attack  of  Measles, 
with  Broncho-pneumonia.  Although  there  were  other 
patients  in  hospital  at  the  time,  fortunately  no  other 
child  developed  Measles.  Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
occurred  outside  the  district,  one  from  a large  school 
and  the  other  from  a general  hospital.  Both  cases 
being  residents  of  Chiswick  were  transferred  to  our 
hospital. 

One  case  of  the  disease  was  discovered  by  myself  in 
making  enquiries  at  an  elementary  school  concerning 
another  case  which  had  been  notified. 

I was  informed  by  the  head  teacher  that  a child  had 
been  taken  to  school,  but  was  said  to  have  a sore 
throat.  The  teacher  very  wisely  sent  the  child  home, 
advising  that  a doctor  should  be  called  in.  On 
visiting  the  house,  I found  the  child  with  a typical 
scarlet  rash,  and  he  was  at  once  removed  to  hospital. 

Many  of  the  cases  are  of  this  mild  type,  the  disease 
not  making  the  child  really  ill,  and  there  is  therefore 
great  danger  of  spreading  the  disease  if  parents  are 
not  particularly  careful. 

No  cases  of  the  disease  were  traced  to  milk  infection. 


The  cases  were  spread  out  over  practically  the  whole 
year,  only  the  months  of  March  and  April  being 


entirely  free. 

Jan.  Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

1 

3 

— 

— 

9 

4 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

12 

3 

4 

5 

11 

1 

They  also  affected  the  whole  of  the  wards  of  the 
district,  as  is  shewn  below  : — 

Bedford  Park  ...  5 Turnham  Green  ...  13 

Old  Chiswick  ...  7 Gunnersbury  11 

Chiswick  Park  ...  11  Grove  Park  6 

There  were  no  return  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  . 
the  year.  By  a return  case  is  meant  a case  occurring 
in  a house  after  another  case  has  been  discharged  home 
from  the  hospital.  Many  children  on  leaving  hospital 
appear  quite  well,  but  on  going  home  they  may 
develop  a cold,  with  nasal  catarrh.  The  discharge  is 
infectious,  and  other  children  may  be  infected  by  it. 

It  is  fortunate  therefore  to  be  able  to  report  no  return 
cases. 

Diphtheria. 

Forty-six  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  during 
the  year  and  40  were  admitted  to  Hospital. 

There  were  25  in  1912  and  41  in  1911.  The  increase 
in  1913  may  be  due  to  the  mild  weather  experienced 
all  through  the  year. 

Seven  deaths  occurred  from  the  disease,  all  of  these 
being  in  hospital.  Of  these  four  were  practically  in 
extremis  when  admitted  and  the  remainder  were  very 


bad  cases  with  complications.  One  death  was  that  of 
a child,  temporarily  residing  in  the  district  with 
relatives.  The  death  is  therefore  transferred  to  the 
district  of  permanent  residence  and  is  not  included  in 
the  mortality  returns. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  to  medical 
practitioners  by  the  Council,  and  generally  speaking, 
advantage  is  taken  of  this.  In  many  cases,  however, 
parents  neglect  to  call  for  medical  advice  for  a day  or 
two  and  so  the  disease  has  made  a good  headway- 
before  Antitoxin  is  administered.  It  cannot  be  too 
generally  known  that  if  Antitoxin  is  given  early  in 
these  cases,  the  poison  of  the  disease  is  neutralised. 
Even  if  the  disease  afterwards  turns  out  not  to  be 
Diphtheria,  no  harm  is  done,  while  if  delays  occur, 
the  Antitoxin  has  no  chance  to  act  properly. 

As  mentioned  previously,  swabs  of  the  throat  are 
taken  both  for  diagnostic  purposes  and  also  for 
ascertaining  whether  a person  is  free  from  the  germs 
of  the  disease. 

The  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  distributed  over  all 
the  months  of  the  year,  except  August,  and  also  over 


the  various  wards  as  follows  : — 

Jan.  Feb.  March  April 

May 

June 

5 17  2 

3 

6 

July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

Nov, 

Dec. 

7 — 3 7 

4 

1 

Bedford  Park 

4 

Old  Chiswick 

10 

Chiswick  Park 

13 

Turnham  Green 

8 

Gunnersbury 

6 

Grove  Park 

5 

32 


Enteric  Fever. 

Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year,  compared  with  4 in  1912,  and  15  in  1911. 

The  two  cases  notified,  however,  do  not  properly 
belong  to  Chiswick,  as  they  occurred  in  two  persons 
(mother  and  daughter)  who  arrived  here  from  W. 
Africa,  having  been  ill  on  board.  There  is  no  doubt 
they  were  infected  before  reaching  this  country. 

It  is  satisfactory  therefore  to  note  that  there  were 
practically  no  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  during  the  year 
in  Chiswick  itself.  This  is  very  important,  as  the 
absence  of  Enteric  is  a good  indication  of  the  sanitary 
state  of  any  district. 


Erysipelas. 

Thirty  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year.  It  seems  hardly  necessary  nowadays  to  retain 
this  as  a notifiable  disease.  Nothing  is  done  by  way 
of  visitation  or  disinfection,  and  yet  no  other  case  of 
the  disease  occurred  in  any  house  from  which  a noti- 
fication came. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Only  one  case  of  this  disease  occurred  in  January, 
1913,  as  compared  with  six  in  1912,  and  one  in  1911. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

This  disease  was  made  notifiable  in  this  district  in 
1912,  and  three  cases  were  notified  in  1913,  as  against 
seven  in  1912. 
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It  is  most  important  that  attention  should  im- 
mediately be  paid  to  this  disease,  as  if  neglected  it 
causes  complete  blindness  in  a very  few  days.  As  the 
name  indicates,  newly-born  infants  are  the  persons 
attacked  by  this  disease,  and  cases  when  notified  are 
visited  by  the  Health  Visitor,  who  gives  advice  if  no 
medical  man  is  in  charge  of  the  case. 


Chicken  Pox, 

As  previously  mentioned,  the  notification  of  this 
disease  is  not  general  throughout  the  country,  but  it 
is  useful  in  times  of  Small-pox. 

1 3 1 cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  I am 
aware  that  many  more  cases  of  the  disease  occurred 
in  the  district,  particularly  during  the  last  quarter. 

These  were  not  notified  because  the  disease  is  so 
slight  that  people  do  not  call  in  a doctor,  and  do  not 
notify  it  themselves.  I am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no 
need  to  continue  this  notification  after  the  present 
period  elapses.  It  would  be  easy  to  get  permission  to 
revive  the  notification  it  there  were  urgent  need. 


Measles. 

Though  not  a notifiable  disease,  this  is  one  of  the 
most  important  of  infectious  diseases.  This  fact  will 
be  appreciated  when  it  is  seen  that  21  deaths  occurred 
from  Measles  in  1913. 

There  was  an  epidemic  during  the  later  months  of 
1912,  and  early  part  of  1913. 
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The  dangerous  charactor  of  the  disease  should  be 
pointed  out  as  often  as  possible,  because  most  people 
still  have  the  idea  that  children  must  contract  Measles 
at  some  time  or  another,  and  one  often  hears,  even  in 
these  days,  of  the  foolish  practice  whereby  all  the 
children  in  a family  are  put  in  one  room  “ to  get  it 
over  together.’' 

Measles  in  a child  under  five  years  of  age  is  a very 
dangerous  and  often  fatal  illness,  but  if  a child  can  be 
saved  from  contracting  it  till  after  the  age  of  five,  he 
will  most  probably  have  it  mildly,  and  usually  re- 
covers. The  system  of  refusing  to  admit  children  to 
elementary  schools  till  the  age  of  five  is  therefore  an 
excellent  one  for  this  one  reason  alone. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1912,  made  the 
notification  of  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  compulsory  on 
and  after  February  1st,  1913.  This  accounts  for  the 
larger  number  of  notifications  received  of  this  disease 
during  the  year,  as  compared  with  previous  years. 
128  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  along 
with  31  cases  of  other  forms  of  tubercular  disease. 

This  does  not  represent  the  actual  notifications 
received,  which  numbered  altogether  228.  These  are 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  notification  has  to  be 
made  when  a case  enters  or  leaves  a sanatorium  or 
hospital.  In  some  cases  I have  found  that  this  notifi- 
cation has  been  neglected  and  therefore  there  is  no 
knowledge  of  the  previous  address,  but  generally 
speaking  most  of  the  cases  have  been  reported  upon. 
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The  regulations  now  in  force  direct  that  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  or  some  officer  acting  under  his 
instructions,  shall  make  such  enquiries,  or  take  such 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  or  desirable  for  investigating 
the  source  of  infection,  for  preventing  the  spread  of 
infection,  and  for  removing  conditions  favourable  to 
infection.  One  important  matter  is  to  examine  any 
person  in  the  family,  or  persons  who  have  been  in 
contact  with  the  patient.  Cases  may  be  discovered  at 
an  early  stage  in  this  way  and  so  the  spread  of  the 
disease  will  be  checked.  With  the  various  financial 
aids  at  present  existing  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis, 
much  more  is  now  being  done  for  these  cases. 

In  Middlesex,  the  treatment  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
County  Authorities,  and  Tuberculosis  Officers  and 
nurses  have  been  appointed  to  visit  the  homes  (more 
particularly  at  present  of  the  insured  persons)  with  a 
view  to  deciding  whether  domiciliary  treatment  or 
treatment  in  a sanatorium  is  necessary. 

Tuberculosis  dispensaries  are  also  being  established 
in  various  centres  where  patients  will  be  seen  and 
treated. 

Chiswick  is  a sub-centre  for  a dispensary,  and  this  is 
being  fitted  out  in  close  proximity  to  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

It  is  therefore  probable  that  there  will  be  such  co- 
operation as  will  tend  to  prevent  overlapping  of  the 
work  and  therefore  over-visitation  of  the  cases. 

The  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  states  : “Under  the  new  conditions 
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it  is  hoped  that  throughout  the  country  the  services  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer  will  be  available  for  the  exami- 
nation of  contact  cases. 

This  report  also  states  that  in  administrative  Counties 
(such  as  Middlesex)  there  may  be  difficulty  in  securing 
co-operation  between  County  Tuberculosis  Officers  and 
local  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  It  is  suggested  that 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  the  nurses  should  be  ap- 
pointed officers  of  the  Local  Authority,  possibly  at  a 
nominal  salary. 

This  has  already  been  done  in  some  districts. 

Visitation  of  the  notified  cases  has  been  carried  out 
by  myself  or  by  the  Health  Visitor,  and  particulars 
obtained  of  practically  every  case. 

Advice  has  been  given  regarding  mode  of  living, 
disposal  of  sputum,  food,  etc.,  and  cleansing  and  disin- 
fection of  rooms  has  been  carried  out  where  necessary. 

After  death  or  removal  to  hospital  or  sanatorium,  the 
patient’s  room,  bedding,  etc.,  have  been  disinfected. 

Twenty-five  specimens  of  sputum  have  been  examined 
for  the  Tubercle  Bacillus,  eight  being  found  positive  and 
the  remainder  negative. 

The  importance  of  all  the  measures  above-mentioned 
is  evident  when  we  see  that  128  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year,  more  than 
twice  the  number  of  any  other  infectious  disease,  if  we 
exclude  the  minor  disease,  Chicken-pox.  Twenty-nine 
deaths — 19  males  and  10  females — occurred  from  the 
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disease,  giving  a death  rate  from  Phthisis  of  7.  In 
1912  there  were  35  deaths. 

Patients  can  now  receive  treatment  on  sanatorium 
lines  at  Clare  Hall  Hospital.  Many  of  the  insured 
persons  have  been  sent  here  by  the  County  Authorities. 

Twenty-eight  cases  of  the  128  notified  were  admitted 
to  Clare  Hall  or  other  sanatoria  during  the  year. 

Twenty  cases  were  admitted  to  Isleworth  Infirmary, 
one  or  two  of  these  being  cases  who  had  already  been 
to  sanatorium,  had  returned  home  and  become  worse. 

Nine  cases  were  admitted  to  other  hospitals  or  homes, 
while  13  cases  left  the  district  or  went  to  another 
address  unknown. 

Twelve  of  the  deaths  occurred  outside  the  district, 
eight  at  Isleworth  Infirmary,  and  two  at  the  County 
Lunatic  Asylum 

Three  cases  of  school  children  were  inmates  of  Clare’ 
Hall  Sanatorium,  sent  by  the  Chiswick  Council.  Two 
returned  home  much  improved,  and  one  of  these  cases 
was  afterwards  sent  to  a seaside  home  with  much 
benefit.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  third  case  is  still 
at  the  sanatorium. 
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Section  IV. 

SPECIAL  SANITARY  AND  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Water  Supply. 

The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Board. 

The  water  is  of  good  quality  and  is  supplied  to 
practically  all  the  houses  in  the  district.  One  or  two 
houses  obtain  their  supply  from  a well,  which  gives  a 
supply  of  good  water.  In  this  case  there  would  be 
considerable  difficulty  in  laying  on  the  piped  service. 

In  the  Spring  of  1913  there  were  several  complaints 
concerning  the  water  during  a few  days.  Other 
parts  of  London  supplied  by  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Board  had  similar  complaints.  The  water  was 
found  to  smell  and  taste  badly,  and  this  was  due  to  the 
growth  of  algae  in  certain  reservoirs.  The  water  was 
however  innocuous,  and  since  that  time  there  have  been 
no  complaints. 

Practically  all  houses  examined  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  are  now  supplied 
with  water  direct  from  the  main. 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  County  Authorities  take  samples  of  food  and 
drugs  under  these  Acts  in  the  district,  but  at  the  same 
time  our  Sanitary  Inspectors  also  periodically  take 
samples  of  milk  and  butter  for  the  purposes  of  analysis. 
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During  1913,  the  samples  taken  amounted  to  thirty- 
one. 

New  Milk,  17. 

Separated  Milk,  1. 

Butter,  13. 

Prosecutions  were  undertaken  in  two  cases  and  in 
one  (adulterated  butter)  a fine  of  ^5  and  costs  was 
imposed,  while  in  the  other  case  (milk)  the  summons 
had  not  been  heard  at  time  of  writing. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  district  is  efficiently  drained  and  sewered,  the 
sewage  being  taken  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

There  is  a double  system  of  sewers — (1)  Soil,  and 
(2)  Surface  water. 

The  latter  are  not  by  any  means  complete  over  the 
whole  district,  but  works  are  constantly  being  carried 
out  in  accordance  with  a scheme  prepared  by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor,  and  approved  by  the  Council. 
It  will  be  an  excellent  thing  when  this  scheme  is  com- 
pleted, as  at  present  in  many  districts  the  surface 
water  lies  in  pools  in  the  street  until  it  dries  up  by 
evaporation  or  soaks  into  the  covered  catch  pits.  At 
present  there  are  16^  miles  of  these  surface  water 
sewers. 

The  soil  sewers  are  complete,  and  are  well  ventilated, 
mainly  by  shafts.  There  are  only  a few  manholes 
acting  as  ventilators  at  present.  The  total  length  of 
soil  sewers  is  2 "j\  miles. 
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All  premises  in  the  district  have  closet  accommoda- 
tion on  the  water-carriage  system.  The  drainage  of 
new  property  is  supervised  by  the  Surveyor’s  depart- 
ment, while  the  reconstruction  of  drains  in  old  property 
is  dealt  with  by  the  Public  Health  department.  During 
the  year  drains  were  entirely  reconstructed  in  58 
premises,  and  plans  of  such  drainage  are  kept  for 
future  reference.  The  drains  are  thoroughly  tested 
before  being  passed.  216  drains  were  examined  and 
thoroughly  tested. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  situated  in  Corney 
Road,  on  land  adjacent  to  the  river. 

All  sewage  is  pumped  to  the  Works,  treated  by  the 
lime  and  alumino-ferric  process,  and  subsequently 
passed  through  filter  beds  before  discharging  into  the 
Thames. 

864,000,000  gallons  of  sewage  were  so  treated  during 
the  year. 


Refuse  Removal. 

The  work  of  removal  is  superintended  by  the 
Surveyor’s  department.  Practically  every  house  has  a 
galvanised  iron  ash  bin  and  refuse  is  collected  once  a 
week  and  in  the  case  of  mansion  flats,  twice  a week. 

Stable  refuse  is  generally  collected  privately  and  is 
removed  three  times  a week. 

The  house  refuse  is  taken  to  the  refuse  destructor  at 
the  sewage  works.  This  is  a Horsfall  back  feed 


destructor  with  four  cells.  It  is  capable  of  dealing  with 
60  tons  of  refuse  per  diem. 

The  total  amount  of  such  refuse  collected  during  the 
year  was  9,000  tons,  of  which  8,898  tons  were  con- 
sumed in  the  destructor  and  the  balance  removed  by 
barges,  while  the  furnaces  of  the  destructor  were  under 
repair. 

A shoot  for  rubbish  exists  at  the  end  of  Hartington 
Road.  This  is  only  used  privately,  and  after  visiting  it 
at  various  times  no  complaints  could  be  found  with  the 
way  in  which  the  rubbish  is  deposited. 

Refuse  from  the  roads  has  been  used  to  fill  up  spaces 
which  may  afterwards  be  used  for  building  purposes. 
During  the  summer  I suggested  that  this  refuse  should 
not  be  placed  near  houses  as  there  was  a tendency  to 
create  a plague  of  flies  and  the  health  of  the  neighbouring 
district  would  suffer.  I would  further  suggest  that  such 
refuse  should  not  be  laid  down  in  any  part  of  the  district 
where  houses  are  likely  to  be  built. 

I do  not  consider  this  to  be  a good  material  for 
foundations  of  future  houses  owing  to  the  amount  of 
organic  matter  it  contains. 


Milk  Supply. 

The  milk  supply  of  the  district  is  brought  from  the 
country  by  train.  There  is  only  one  dairy  at  which 
cows  are  kept,  and  the  total  number  of  dairies  and 
milkshops  is  46. 
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The  dairies  and  milk  shops  are  regularly  inspected 
and  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regulations  are 
in  force  in  the  district.  A large  number  of  small 
general  shops  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  milk,  and  I 
am  of  opinion  that  more  stringent  regulations  could  be 
adopted  for  these  sort  of  premises,  and  this  would  tend 
to  lessen  the  contamination  of  milk,  a matter  of  much 
importance,  seeing  that  it  is  the  food  which  is  most 
easily  affected. 

As  explained  previously,  the  County  Authorities  take 
samples  of  milk  and  butter,  but  our  own  Inspectors  take 
both  informal  and  formal  samples  if  they  think  it 
necessary. 

One  conviction  was  obtained  during  the  year  for 
adulterated  butter. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  seven  slaughter  houses  in  the  district, 
privately  owned.  A great  deal  of  the  meat  sold,  how- 
ever, is  brought  in  from  the  large  markets,  so  that  some 
slaughter  houses  are  not  used  a great  deal,  and  then 
mainly  for  the  slaughter  of  sheep. 

All  are  visited  regularly,  and  if  possible,  during  the 
time  of  killing.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  visit  a 
number  of  private  slaughter  houses  at  killing  time,  and 
the  only  way  to  have  meat  and  slaughter  houses 
inspected  thoroughly  is  to  have  a Public  Abattoir. 
Here,  in  one  building,  the  times  of  killing  would  be 
known,  and  an  Inspector  would  be  able  to  examine 
every  carcase  before  it  was  sold. 
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During  the  latter  months  of  1913  the  Council  con- 
sidered the  adoption  of  new  by-laws  for  slaughter  houses, 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  these  are  being  considered 
by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Provision  is  made  in  these  new  by-laws  for  the 
humane  slaughtering  of  animals. 

During  the  year  86  lbs.  of  meat  and  280  lbs.  of  fish 
were  seized,  or  surrendered  as  unfit  for  food. 

Offensive  Trades. 

During  the  year  the  offensive  trades  existing  in  the 
district  were  one  soap-boiling  works,  and  nine  fried  fish 
shops. 

These  latter  were  made  offensive  trades  by  order  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  in  1910. 

Now  no  new  fried  fish  business  can  be  started  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Council,  and  during  the  year 
1913  the  Council  have  adopted  by-laws  to  regulate 
these  premises. 

During  the  year  all  of  these  shops  were  visited 
regularly.  It  was  found  that  all  had  adopted  means  to 
minimise  as  much  as  possible  the  production  of  smell. 

The  soap-boiling  works  have  now  ceased  to  exist, 
that  part  of  the  firm’s  business  having  been  transferred 
to  the  country. 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  15  bakehouses  in  the  district,  three  being 
classed  as  underground  bakehouses.  These  have  all 
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been  regularly  inspected,  and  have  been  found  in  a 
cleanly  state.  The  underground  bakehouses,  in  spite 
of  their  situation,  are  kept  in  good  condition. 

Housing. 

The  Council  of  this  district  have  for  years  through 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  carried  out  an  excellent  system 
of  house-to-house  inspection  more  particularly  of  course 
in  working  class  neighbourhoods. 

This  is  now  done  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910. 

A tabulated  statement  (as  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board)  of  the  work  is  appended  : — 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 

1910. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  2967 

Number  of  houses  which  were  considered  to  be 

in  a state  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  ...  10 

Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 
Authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of 


closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  demolition  orders  made  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  houses,  the  defects  in  which  were 
remedied  without  the  making  of  closing 
orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  4* 

Number  of  houses  which,  after  the  making  of 

closing  orders  were  put  in  a fit  state  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  21 

General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist : — 


Dampness  due  to  want  of  damp  courses  and  leaky 
roofs,  want  of  ventilation. 

* Other  six  houses  at  the  time  of  writing  are  being  put  in 
a state  of  repair. 
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From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  no  new  repre- 
sentations were  made  by  me  with  a view  to  closing 
orders  during  the  year.  There  were,  however,  several 
houses  on  which  representations  had  been  made  before 
I took  up  my  duties,  and  in  some  of  these  cases  closing 
orders  were  made. 

In  some  cases  such  repairs  were  carried  out  that  I 
was  able  to  certify  that  the  houses  were  fit  for  habita- 
tion, but  in  ten  cases  closing  orders  and  eventually 
in  six  cases  demolition  orders  were  made.  At  the  time 
of  writing  the  latter  have  not  become  operative. 

Ten  houses  were  found  to  be  in  a state  injurious  to 
health  through  want  of  ventilation  and  lack  of  light. 
In  four  of  these  the  work  advised  was  at  once  carried 
out  by  the  owner,  and  the  remaining  six  are  now  under 
repair.  This  work  will  make  a very  great  improvement 
in  the  two  properties. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  work  done  under 
the  Act  : — 

At  the  end  of  1912,  seventeen  houses  were  being 
dealt  with. 

Nos.  125,  127  and  129,  Devonshire  Road  and  also 
Nos.  61,  63,  65  and  67,  Windmill  Road,  were  subse- 
quently passed  as  fit  for  habitation.  The  remaining 
ten  houses  situated  in  Bennett  Street  formed  subjects 
for  closing  orders,  as  under  : — 

January,  1913.  Closing  orders  served  on  Nos.  16- 
24A  Bennett  Street. 
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Satisfactory  works  being  subsequently  carried  out, 
the  closing  orders  were  rescinded  in  the  cases  of  16,  17, 
18  and  19,  Bennett  Street. 

November,  1913.  Demolition  orders  served  in 
respect  to  Nos.  20-24A,  Bennett  Street. 

Other  Works  under  the  Act.  Nos.  10,  12,  14 
and  16,  Coombe  Road,  windows  inserted  on  staircase 
to  basements  providing  more  light  and  ventilation. 

Nos.  to,  11,  12,  13,  14  and  15,  Chapel  houses. 
Similar  work  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Many  houses  were  referred  to  me  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  cleansing  under  Section  46  of  the 
Public  Health  Act.  Certificates  were  given  in  104  cases 
and  the  work  was  done  by  the  owner  in  every  case. 

The  working  class  neighbourhoods  of  the  district 
consist  mainly  of  houses  of  two  or  three  floors  let  out 
as  flats. 

Rents  are  somewhat  high,  and  I find  that  it  is  often 
difficult  for  people  with  families  to  get  a suitable  flat  at 
a rent  which  they  can  afford.  This  has  a tendency  to 
cause  overcrowding,  but  very  few  cases  have  been 
discovered  and  no  prosecutions  have  been  required. 
Special  inspections,  or  inspections  after  the  occurrence 
of  infectious  disease  where  every  person  in  the  family 
has  to  be  accounted  for,  are  the  particular  times  for 
discovering  evidence  of  overcrowding. 

During  the  year  66  new  houses  were  built. 

The  Council  are  the  owners  of  two  streets  of  property, 
Powell  Road  anc^  Loraine  Road,  and  these  are  occupied 
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by  a working  class  population.  Both  properties  consist 
of  houses  of  two  flats,  but  in  Loraine  Road  each  flat 
has  a separate  entrance. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

In  compliance  with  Section  132,  I have  to  report  on 
inspections  under  the  Act  and  also  send  a copy  of  the 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Tables. 

The  tables  required  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  the  Home  Office  and  the  County  Council  are 
appended : — 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913  and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  II,  CHISWICK  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1913, 


Number  of  Cases  Notified. 

Total  Cases  Notified 

in  each  Locality. 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  Ages— Years. 

(X 

Dh 

£ 

o 

$ 

Total 

Cases 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1 

; l to  5. 

5 to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  45. 

45  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

*2 

V 

CO 

1 

Tj 

W 

u 

2 

tX 

<u 

> 

2 

o 

3 

.b.  Gunnersb 

O 

Ti 

O 

5 

O 

s 

c 

H 

6 

o5 

b 

H 

7 

removed 

to 

Hospital. 

Small-pox 

Cholera  (C)  Plague  (P) 

... 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup)  ... 

1* 

13 

28 

2 

2 

1 

4 

13 

5 

6 

10 

8 

| 

46 

39 

Erysipelas 

30 

3 

4 

2 

9 

7 

5 

1 

8 

4 

2 

8 

7 

30 

Scarlet  fever 

53 

10. 

40 

3 

5 

11 

6 

11 

7 

13 

53 

37 

Typhus  fever... 

Enteric  fever 

2 

1 

1 

1 - 

2 

2 

2 

Relapsing  fever  (R) 

Continued  fever  (C) 

... 

... 

... 

1 ... 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

... 

Poliomyelitis 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

128  . 

1 

19 

2o 

58 

23 

8 1 

43 

20 

11 

20 

26 

128 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

31 

2 

16 

7 

5 

1 

9 

4 

2 

7 

8 

31 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Varicella  (Chicken  Pox) 

131 

7 

30 

89 

3 

2 

5 

56 

7 

7 

44 

12 

131 

Totals 

425 

12 

59 

197  | 

43 

78 

31 

5 

24 

142 

46 

39 

97 

77 

425 

78 

Chiswick  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital,  Clayponds  Lane,  Brentford,  W. 

Total  available  beds,  2 Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  3 : Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  !?  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  for  ml  for  ths 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CHISWICK 

o»  T».  Administration  of  trr  Factors  and  Workshop  Act,  „ conmbction  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  4 HOMEWORK. 
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